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at the very start, would not fail to enter into a violent
conflict with the Emperor; as soon as that happened
he would take strong measures, with the aid of the
troops in the capital, to suppress the Cadet Government
and substitute a military dictatorship of which he
himself would be the chief. From that point to the
abrogation of the charter of 1905 there \vas only a
step, and that step General Trfepoff was firmly resolved
to take, without the slightest doubt.
It was a few days after the dissolution of the Douma
that General Trfepoff unfolded this audacious plan to
the Emperor. Was Nicholas II. tempted to adopt
it, and did he permit himself to give some encourage-
ment to the General ? His vacillating nature and his
tendency to revert to the old order of things do not
exclude this possibility. It is certain, at least, that
he had knowledge of the pourparlers that took place
between the Prefect of the Palace and M. Milioukoff,
but it is also certain that, even if he had been fascinated
at first by the General's propositions, he did not decide
to approve them without previously consulting M.
Stolypine, to whom, in fact, he communicated them
of his own accord at the earliest opportunity* M- Stoly-
pine naturally opposed the scheme with all his might,
and after a short struggle with, General Tr&poff came
off entirely victorious. The Emperor, thoroughly con-
vinced by the arguments of his Prime Minister, ordered
General Tr6poff to desist from his project and to break
off his dealings with M. Milioukoff. The General was
compelled to bow before the express will of Ms Sovereign,
but he cherished a bitter hatred against M. Stolypine.
From that day the Emperor's demeanour toward the
Prefect of the Palace showed a marked coldness, indi-
cating to such an extent his loss of favour that It may